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HUMANE SOCIETY CELEBRATES AWARD WINNERS AND THE 
FUTURE AT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

STRATFORD, ONTARIO: The Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford Perth is 
celebrating award winners and the future at their Annual General Meeting on June 25, 2019. 
 
The AGM will begin with in-house tours featuring a behind-the-scenes look at the beautiful 
Stratford Perth Humane Society building, opened in 2016.  It will also include the election of the 
2019-2020 Board of Directors and highlight some of the important work carried out in 2018.   
 
Celebrating the past year included the following highlights: 

 2,109 Animals Rescued 

 1,628 Animals Adopted 

 656 Animals Returned Home 

 2,504 Spay/Neuter Surgeries and 3,300 Total Surgeries Performed at the animal 
hospitals 

 4,300+ Rabies Vaccines Administered 

 2,400+ Microchips Implanted 

 500+ Volunteers 

 30,000 Students who learned about animal welfare 
   
The Humane Society will also present the prestigious Builder and Gem awards to community 
members who make an incredible difference in animal welfare.  
 
The BUILDER AWARD recognizes an individual, group or organization that has demonstrated 
an extraordinary commitment to impacting society’s behaviour, making our communities a better 
place today and for the future.  This year’s winner is Ren’s Pets.  A company that lets its 
employees bring their pets to work is a natural fit to partner with the Humane Society. 
 
Ren’s Pets has continually invested in the programs and services of the Kitchener Waterloo 
Humane Society.  Every adoption includes a Ren’s gift card to be used online at their retail 
outlet, and each dog license purchased online receives a coupon.  Ren’s also supports our 
events and is always keen to provide raffle prizes and participant swag. As a company that 
earns it living from providing great pet products, Ren’s Pets is always there to lend a hand. 
 
We are proud to recognize Ren’s Pets with our Builder Award, acknowledging their impact on 
the animals in our Centres and in our community. 
  
 
The GEM AWARDS, or “Going the Extra Mile” Awards, recognizes those who have made 
outstanding contributions to their local humane society and show a commitment to enriching the 
lives of animals. 
 

(more) 
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The KWHS GEM Award Winners are Lynda and Ralph Daehn.  Monthly donors since 2012, 
Lynda and Ralph are usually the first ones into the Centre when a Facebook appeal goes out.  
They give generously and seldomly miss an opportunity to share the story of the Kitchener 
Waterloo Humane Society, its many cats and foster needs.  When we launched the appeal to 
fund an on-site hospital, Lynda and Ralph were there.  When we posted a plea to find the 
person who inflicted pain on a kitten, Lynda and Ralph showed up with a donation for its care.  
When we hosted the first Cat City video event, Lynda spoke to the importance of giving to the 
humane society.   
 
Lynda and Ralph Daehn consistently show kindness and compassion to the animals in our care 
and demonstrate to us all how to “go the extra mile”. 
 
 
The SPHS GEM Award Winner is Chocolate Barr’s Candies.  Take a couple who puts their 
community first, add a giant chocolate Easter bunny, stir in 800 homeless pets and you come up 
with Chocolate Barr’s Candies annual fundraiser for the Stratford Perth Humane Society. 
Derek and Jacqueline Barr’s support for homeless pets goes back to when the Stratford Perth 
Humane Society was a branch of the Ontario SPCA.  Their visits to the shelter on Douro Street 
left them wanting to make an impact on the pets.  They had frequently donated baskets of 
mouth-watering treats to special events like Best in Show, but they felt a need to go bigger.  
That’s how the Grandpa Bunny fundraiser was born.  This annual raffle has raised more than 
$3,500 for the pets at the centre. 
 
Derek and Jackie continue to support the Stratford Perth Humane Society in a variety of ways – 
from buying a corporate table at the Best in Show event to sponsoring a walker for Paws in the 
Park - they truly go “above and beyond”. 
 

 
 
For more information or to confirm your presence, please contact: 
 

Calla Spencer 
Senior Manager, Marketing and Communications 
Email: calla.spencer@kwsphumane.ca 
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The Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford Perth is a leader in Animal Welfare in our communities, focusing 
on what is in the best interest of the pets.  We do this through community education, advocacy, care, and compliance.  We 
are a registered charity and receive no government funding for our programs.       Charitable BIN 11898 3550 RR0001 

 


